
From - your name  
Your Address 
Date 
 
To — name of recipient 
Address of recipient 
 
 
Dear Mr/Mrs… 
I am writing to you because of my deep concern about the UK government’s Illegal 
Migration Bill, which was introduced to Parliament on 7th March this year. 
 
My concerns are that this bill is neither an effective nor a humane way of dealing with 
people arriving in the UK requesting asylum.  
 
It is not effective because the UK government has not established safe entry routes for 
refugees who have genuine reasons for wishing to enter the UK. This means that people 
escaping from war zones and countries where they are in fear of their lives by reason of 
trafficking, abuse or political or religious persecution, are forced to resort to whichever 
means of escape they can access, instead of having a safe entry point in order to request 
asylum and an expedited process of assessment when they arrive.  
 
You may argue that the UK Government’s acceptance of refugees from Ukraine shows 
that there are safe routes available, but this only applies to people from Ukraine. It avoids 
the problem of dealing humanely with equally traumatised and persecuted people from 
countries such as Eritrea, Sudan, Iran and Syria. I would identify this policy as racist.  
 
The new arrangements proposed in the bill are also not effective because they are 
wasteful of Human Resources. Incomers to the UK are keen to contribute to the economy 
and to society. But unlike other European countries that allow asylum seekers to live and 
work during the assessment process, the UK does not allow asylum seekers to work. 
Instead, the government proposes to detain all asylum seekers for 28 days in detention 
centres, including young adults and children - which currently have nowhere near enough 
capacity to hold the thousands of asylum seekers arriving. 
 
Communities need new people to add diversity, skills and expertise in order to maintain 
viable neighbourhoods. We should not be locking up newcomers or disallowing them from 
employment.  
 
 
My other profound concern about this bill is that it is inhumane. It undermines and destroys 
the fundamental and deeply treasured tradition in the United Kingdom of offering safe 
sanctuary to people escaping, war, starvation, abuse, or racial, gender or religious 
persecution. There are many personal testimonies of heart breaking journeys and 
experiences of being trafficked and attacked from people seeking refuge in the UK.   
 
 
The final point I wish to make to you, as my new parliamentary representative, is that I am 
deeply concerned that this UK government bill is so bad that it actually breaks international 
law with regard to the treatment of refugees. It contradicts the UN Convention of Human 
Rights as well as European laws. The UNHCR issued a statement in response to the bill 
on 7th March this year, including the following concerns: 



 
“The effect of the bill (in this form) would be to deny protection to many asylum-
seekers in need of safety and protection, and even deny them the opportunity to put 
forward their case. This would be a clear breach of the Refugee Convention and 
would undermine a longstanding, humanitarian tradition of which the British people 
are rightly proud. 
Most people fleeing war and persecution are simply unable to access the required 
passports and visas. There are no safe and “legal” routes available to them. 
Denying them access to asylum on this basis undermines the very purpose for 
which the Refugee Convention was established. The Convention explicitly 
recognises that refugees may be compelled to enter a country of asylum 
irregularly.  
Based on the Home Office’s most recently published data, the vast majority of those 
arriving to the UK in small boats over the Channel would be accepted as refugees 
were their claims to be determined. Branding refugees as undeserving based on 
mode of arrival distorts these fundamental facts. 
International law does not require that refugees claim asylum in the first country 
they reach. Returns or transfers to safe third countries may nonetheless be 
appropriate if certain thresholds are met – in particular, if Refugee Convention rights 
will be respected there, and the arrangement helps share the responsibility for 
refugees equitably among nations. The framework in place between EU member 
states is an example of such an arrangement. Currently, the UK is not part of any 
such agreement, and its bilateral arrangement with Rwanda fails to meet the 
necessary international standards. As such, asylum-seekers arriving in the UK 
irregularly would find themselves in limbo, unable to claim protection in line with the 
Convention.” 

 
Thank you for your attention in reading my letter. I appreciate that you have many 
demands on your time, but I hope that you are also able to support justice and peace in 
our troubled world and add your voice to challenge this UK government bill. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Your name 
 
 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/mar/07/what-does-the-uk-governments-
migration-bill-propose?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
https://youtu.be/pjVfdedaNZ4  
This is the link for the SLN session with Hyab Yohannes 
 
https://youtu.be/Rps9bs85BII 
This is the link for The Letter, a film about a journey arranged by Pope Francis 
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